[Eosinophilia in the preleukaemic phase of acute granulocytic leukaemia (author's transl)].
The pathogenesis of a marked eosinophilia in the preleukaemic phase of an acute granulocytic leukaemia is described and discussed. An otherwise symptom-free girl 4 years of age, presented with a transient increased WBC count with eosinophilia during one year before onset of acute granulocytic leukaemia. All relevant tests for explanation of this eosinophilia proved negative. The phenomenon of transient eosinophilia with successive onset of acute granulocytic leukaemia may fit into the concept of immunological control of tumorgenesis. In the present case it is suggested that the initial eosinophilia was the manifestation of the body's fight against the first malignant leukaemic cells. Finally the immunological defence was overwhelmed and the eosinophilia disappeared with concomitant appearance of leukaemic cells.